fundraising tips
Need some inspiration on how to kick-start your School Sleepout fundraising
campaign? Here are some useful tips and ideas to help you get started and
surpass your fundraising goals.
1. LEAD BY EXAMPLE
Kick off your fundraising efforts by making a personal donation
to your campaign and show your supporters that you mean
business. Make it count by challenging your friends and family
to match your donation!

6. GET BY WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM YOUR FRIENDS
Turn school social events and activities into a fundraiser.
Host a sausage sizzle, a pyjama day or a bake sale –
the sky is the limit! Not only will these activities help
raise funds, they’ll also encourage team building and
boost morale.

2. SPREAD THE WORD
As with any successful campaign, marketing is key. Let
your friends and family know about your participation and
encourage them to head over to your page and donate.
Facebook and Instagram are important platforms for getting
your message out there.

7. RAFFLE OFF YOUR BEST ASSETS
Reach out to local businesses, such as cafes and stores,
and see if they would like to donate prizes to your event.
Put together a great prize and raffle it off amongst your staff,
teachers and students as well as family and friends!

3. YOU’VE GOT MAIL
Every email counts! Send personalised emails to your friends
and family. You will find email templates on our School
Sleepout resource page, which you can send on to your friends,
colleagues and family, encouraging them to sponsor you.

8. CALL IN SOME FAVOURS
This is where your previous acts of generosity pay off.
Who have you supported or sponsored in the past?
It’s time to ask these people to return the favour and
help you out.

4. PERSONALISE YOUR FUNDRAISING PAGE
By adding personal touches to your fundraising page your
friends and family will be more likely to invest in your cause.
Log into your profile, add a profile picture and fill out your
personal summary.

9. ‘THANK YOU’ GOES A LONG WAY
Don’t forget to thank everyone who has supported your
event and be sure to provide them with regular updates
on your fundraising progress. This can encourage repeat
donations and will also help you spread the word.

5. MAKE THEM AN OFFER THEY CAN’T REFUSE
Create engaging incentives that will encourage your networks
to jump on board and sponsor you. We’ve all heard about the
ice bucket challenge, why not set a challenge of your own. For
example, if your donation target is exceeded, you will bring your
teddy bear along, or wear a costume. Whatever it is, choose
something creative that will encourage people to sponsor you.

Need more help convincing people to donate? Here are some key selling points:
• The latest figures from the Australian Bureau of Statistics show that 116,000 people in Australia are
experiencing homelessness. It’s not just the figures that matter, it’s the people behind them.
• Every night, Vinnies provides crisis accommodation facilities to thousands of Australians.
A donation to the Vinnies School Sleepout will help fund Vinnies homeless services in your local
regional centres.
• All donations of two dollars or more are tax deductible.

